INDIAN POLKEACADEMY

Navajo Tribal Police officer.

Bureau of Indian Affairs

Officials of the Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA) work
cooperatively with tribal authorities in their efforts to
enforce law on Indian reservations,

In some cases, all enforcement programs on a reser-
vation may be operated by tribal police, with financial
and technical assistance from BIA; in others, BIA assumes
the law enforcement responsibility or combines the work
of the officials with that of tribal police.

BIA also provides training for Indian police officers and
funding for tribal corrections and courts programs,

Background. Responsibility for the Bureau of Indian
Affairs, created in 1824, was transferred to the Depart-
ment of the Interior at the time of its establishment in
1849. The Snyder Act of 1921 (25 U.S.G. 13) provided
authority for appropriations for BIA activities, and this
authority was broadened in scope and character by the
Indian Reorganization Act of 1934 (25 U.S.C, 461 et
seq,). The primary mission of BIA is to assist and encour-
age Indian people to manage their own affairs under the
trust .relationship to the Federal Government.

Indian Police Academy, Roswell, N. Mex.

BIA law enforcement activities began in 1878, when
responsibility for law enforcement on Indian reservations
was transferred from the U.S. Army to BIA. Under Sec-
tion 2140, U.S. Revised Statutes, Congress provided funds
"to enable the Commissioner of Indian Affairs, under the
direction of the Secretary of the Interior, to take action
to suppress the traffic of intoxicating liquors among In-
dians . . . ." Congress authorized the appointment of a
Special Agent (Special Officer) to control traffic of liquor
and, in subsequent laws, expanded his duties to include
the enforcement of all Federal laws on Indian
reservations.

After the enactment of the Indian Reorganization Act
of 1934, law enforcement on Indian reservations has
gradually moved towards a partnership arrangement be-
tween the Bureau of Indian Affairs and the tribal
governments.

Tribal police. Today, many tribes fund their own tribal
police departments to enforce tribal law. These police
work independently of, but cooperatively with, BIA offi-
cers and State and local agencies which enforce Federal,
State, and local law.

Some reservations are under State jurisdiction for the
enforcement of criminal laws, and police activities are
administered in the same manner as elsewhere in the
State. On reservations where State laws do not apply,
Federal laws and tribal laws are administered by BIA
officers or tribal police, or by a combination of both. BIA
officers provide technical assistance and training for tribal
police but exercise no legal authority over them. Tribal
police remain responsible to the tribal council.

In turn, Indian police are occasionally called upon to
assist non-Indian police in matters such as roadblocks,
arrests on reservations, and extradition of offenders. In-
dian police along the Mexican border have been instru-
mental in aiding U.S. border patrol efforts in the suppres-
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